
Announcements
 
2017 MEETING DATES/CALENDAR:

For the following dates all meetings will be held at 
Hinsdale Covenant Church, 412 S. Garfield,  
Hinsdale Illinois 60521:

April 14: 

Auction: directed by John Panek

Program: DUG AND ACQUISITION AWARDS. Items 
shall be dug or purchased since May 1, 2016. Cat-
egories: Beers, Bitters, Food, Household, Medicine, 
Pottery, Soda, Miscellaneous and Best Overall. 
There will be cash prizes!

May 19:

Auction: directed by John Panek

Program: Seltzer / Siphon Bottles - all kinds, all col-
ors. Chicago seltzers would be great but all states 
are welcome. This is a member participation pro-
gram. 

June 16, July-OFF, August 18, September 15, Oc-
tober 20, November 17, and December 15.

The 2017 Club Directory will be printed and mailed 
in April; if you have not renewed you will not be 
listed in the directory. 

Club T-shirt: see John Panek and place an order, the 
signup sheet will be at the April meeting. 

Library Auction: at a future meeting this year, there 
will be an auction of selected bottle books from the 
Club library. More information to follow. 

B & B OLYMPE GINGER BEER hutch update. We ran 
an article on this odd hutch last month and asked 
if any Club member had ever dug one locally. JR 
Gibson reports digging one in Chinatown (22nd & 
Archer) some time ago. It was actually in 1979 ac-
cording to his digging notes and was dug along with 
other Chicago Hutchinson sodas. JR also reports 
that Rich Hetzle got one out of the DesPlaines River 
20 to 25 years ago. Thanks for sharing JR.  
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March Meeting Minutes    
submitted by Craig Wright 
 
The meeting was called to order by President John Panek at 7:41 p.m.  This month’s meeting was at Hins-
dale Covenant Church.  John checked to make sure everyone received their copy of the newsletter.  Last 
month’s newsletter was excellent, once again.  Thank you, Ray and Peg!

A motion to accept the minutes of the February meeting as printed in the newsletter was made by Frank 
Bradbury and seconded by John Vlahovich.

John Panek wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.  He thanked Russ Sineni, JR Gibson, John Puzzo, 
and Jim Kessler for contributions of auction items and door prizes.

JR Gibson gave the Treasurer’s Reports for February and March. The Club has money.  Motion to approve 
the reports was made by Jim Kessler and seconded by Frank Bradbury.

We had a couple of fresh faces in the audience, Ed Weber (Jillian Norman’s father) and new member Tim 
Pemnick. Tim is from Elgin and collects Chicago pontiled bottles, 3-piece mold bottles, and flasks.

John Panek announced that the program for April will be “Dug and Acquisition Awards.” Items entered in 
the contest must have been dug, purchased, or otherwise acquired (hopefully, legally!) between May 21, 
2016 (date of the last awards) and April 21, 2017.  There will be a cash award of $10 for the best in each 
category.  All categories will be listed in the April newsletter.

Newsletter Editor Ray Komorowski reported that the mystery continues surrounding the B&B Olympe   
Ginger Beer Hutchinson bottle featured in the last newsletter.  Is it from Chicago?  More later in the meet-
ing.  Ray also reported that the list of Chicago ale bottles is moving along with 48 bottles listed so far.  The 
Club now has 3 DVD copies of 50 minutes of video transferred from a VHS tape of the 1994 Harvey Show.  
And the Club’s 2017 directory will be printed in April.

Hey, Lou!  We hear you are doing better and even gaining a little weight!  Keep up the good work!

Jillian Weber Norman is looking for items to post on the Club’s Facebook page.  Please email anything you 
would like to share to Jillian at jillianlweber@gmail.com.

Show Chairman John Vlahovich reports Rich Matthies is taking on the raffle tickets for the show this year, 
with help from Linda Dishno.

It was time for door prizes.  Craig Wright, Russ Sineni, Tim Pemnick, Rich Matthies, Jim Kessler, Mario Pi-
sterzi, Ray Komorowski, and Frank Bradbury had winning tickets.

Break!  Thanks for the great refreshments, Jennifer!

Auction time. Columbia Brewing Co., amber, Logansport, Ind.  Amber Busch Brewing. Nice honey amber 
liquor bottle. Straus Bros. whiskey, amber, Chicago.  Lebanon (Ind.) Bottling Works.  Abilene (KS) Water, 
paper label.  Royal Bottling, Cincinnati.  Black glass bottle, 3-piece mold.  Thanks, bidders!  Thanks, donors!

New acquisitions.  Craig Wright showed 2 recent Natoma Farm, Hinsdale, finds. There was a pyro quart 
that advertised sour creme on the back, to go with 4 other Natoma quarts with different scenes on the 
back, and a Natoma half-gallon pyro with a Pan Am clipper (flying boat) on the back.

Frank Bradbury had this month’s Goodwill finds, a half-pint milk from Seattle and a whiskey flask.  Also, an 
Elsie the Cow charm.  And six United States Brewing Co. bottle caps. Now he is looking for the six bottles 
to go with them.

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, Mario and Jennifer Pisterzi displayed several green items, including figural 
bottles of a banjo and violin, a green Hausburg from Blue Island, iridescent green creme and sugar servers,

and even an ACL soda from the Coca-Cola bottler in Minot, N.D., with a leprechaun on it.  Mario also 
showed a paper label Mistletoe Dry Gin bottled by Hotel Sherman Co., Chicago.
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On to the Program! Pontiled Bottles of Northern Illinois. Frank Bradbury showed several unembossed pon-
tiled (My autocorrect just tried to make “ponytailed” out of “pontiled.” Thanks for the help.) bottles that he 
dug in Lemont. 

John Panek showed an Entwistle (with backward “s”) soda, iron pontil, circa 1854-55; a WHH soda, iron 
pontil, 1855-58; an open pontil A. W. Sargent & Co. (1859); and a Walter B. Sloan, Chicago, open pontil.

Russ Sineni showed an open pontil Wells German Liniment, Chicago; and a DR. LEROY’S Cough Syrup, 
1855-1862, from an auction last October in Morris, IL. 

Tim Pemnick showed four nice Chicago cobalt pontiled sodas: G. Lomax, M. Keeley, WHH, and the “top-
hat” variant Hutchinson Celebrated Mineral Water.

John Panek reminded everyone of the Dug and Acquisition Awards at the next meeting. John is ordering 
a new supply of the Club t-shirt. The order won’t go in until after the April meeting, so get your order to 
John by then.

One more thing. Back to the B&B Olympe Ginger Beer hutch (no city) featured in the March newsletter.    
JR showed the one he dug near Chinatown in Chicago.  He said one also came out of the DesPlaines River.  
Ginger beer Hutchinson sodas are hard to find and these two point to the Olympe hutch being from Chi-
cago.  However, no one has been able to tie this bottle to a Chicago bottler. The only other clue is that the 
initials TRR are embossed on the bottom of the bottle. Does that ring any bells with anybody?  Can this 
mystery be solved?

The meeting was adjourned a 9:27 p.m.

 

Visit the website: www.urbanremainschicago.com and read the blog titled:   

“Early 1870’s remnants unearthed from former site of Stephen Israel’s post-fire Chicago Pharmacy”.  
 
It’s a well-documented story along with outstanding site images about one of Chicago’s lesser            

known druggist.
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At Auction
Highlights of some nice Chicago bottles/items in the news:

February-Glass Works Auction, Catalog Auction #114

DR. W. B. FARRELL’S / ARABIAN LINIMENT / CHICAGO, ILL’S. Described 
as: Odell, pg. 126, Illinois, ca. 1850 - 1860, light to medium green cylin-
der, 7-½ inch tall, iron pontil, applied double collar mouth. Pristine perfect 
condition, plenty of seed bubbles and in a rare pure green color. This is the 
considerably harder to find larger size Chicago embossed bottle and in an 
unlisted pure green color. Lot 51 sold for $3,000.00 without buyer’s pre-
mium, shipping and insurance.

February-eBay

CUBEN / BITTERS/ LOUIS SIEVERS SON’S CO. / CHICAGO, ILL. (paper label front and 
back side of bottle). Described by seller as: In excellent condition, bright and clean, no 
chips or cracks.  Stands 4.5 inches by 2.5 inches by 9.5 inches tall. Sold for $49.00

March-Glass Works “Colors of Spring” Auction 

G. EBERLEIN / CHICAGO, JOHN PFORR / 147 & 149 / FULLERTON 
AVE. / CHICAGO”, WM. PFEIFER / TRADE WP (monogram) MARK 
/ CHICAGO, JOSEF MAJEMNIK / CHICAGO. Described as: Illinois, 
ca. 1890-1910, yellowish green and lime green, 7-1/2 inch to 9-1/4 
inch tall, smooth bases, tolled lips. The Phorr has an original JOHN 
PHORR/147-149 FULLERTON/CHICAGO porcelain stopper and repro-
duction wire. The Josef Najemnik has a few light scratches. The others 
have been cleaned, but retain a considerable amount of ground im-
perfections. Lot 310 sold for $170.00 without buyer’s premium, ship-
ping and insurance.

March-eBay 

REX / BITTERS / CO. / CHICAGO, ILL. (embossed) – REX / COMPOUND / IRON / GIN-
GER (paper label). Described by seller as: super vintage 1906 Rex Iron Ginger bitters 
bottle. Amazing to find with label still attached. Some wear to label but mostly there. 
Great vintage embossed lettering bottle. Sold for $42.00
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Subject: Mathias R. and Henry W. Lundblad/Quincy Illinois

In an attempt to change and mix up the monthly storylines a bit, we decided 
to share a special email correspondence with you. We regularly get run-of-
the-mill inquiries on bottles regarding rarity, value, history, etc. We answer 
all emails and help with history when we can; we love to point people in the 
right direction. We get asked a lot about pricing but as a policy never give 
that out. However, when an email shows up from a descendent of a famous 
bottler; now that’s a little different. I’m not sure many of you know of this 
pontiled soda from Quincy, Illinois. It’s a great looking bottle in terms of   de-
sign and we are not sure we know of another bottle mold that utilizes diago-
nally raised ribbing and concentric rings at the shoulder. 

The following correspondence is in regard to bottlers Mathias R. and Henry 
W. Lundblad of Quincy. The name of the inquirer has been removed from  
the email chain (for obvious reasons).  
We would like to thank Ken Farnsworth for helping out and providing the  im-
ages in this article. 

Feb. 18: (to the 1st Chicago Bottle Club) I have a seemingly rare mineral/
soda bottle from the mid-1800’s that was produced by my grandfather’s and 
uncles bottling company from Quincy, IL.  I was hoping perhaps someone 
there could give me some background information on it as well as their com-
pany.  The bottle that I have is a blob-top, aqua, swirled bottle, embossed 
with Quincy, IL on one diagonal and H. W. & M. R. Lundblad diagonally on 
the other.  I also understand that at some point, a flask was manufactured.  
Again, it is apparently quite rare.  This is my late mother’s family and would 
appreciate any information your group might be able to provide.

Feb. 19: (from the 1st Chicago Bottle Club) Thanks for contacting the 1st 
Chicago Bottle Club. Your story is indeed very special, especially when it has a family connection.

In the book “Bottled in Illinois” your family history is on 5 pages! Your family’s bottle is also shown on the 
book cover, first row, far right. I have sent you a few images I took with my IPhone, so pardon the poor 
quality.

Yes this is a very rare bottle, but I think the real value is in its family history.  Thanks again, please update us 
on your progress

Feb. 19: (to the 1st Chicago Bottle Club) Thank you so much for the attached images of that book.  Very in-
teresting stuff.  I love the historical information....it’s so hard to find anything in that regard.  My little sister 
thought that there may be a bottle in a museum there....is that true, do you know?   That’d be cool.  I was 
told I may have one of maybe only two or three known bottles....that’s pretty cool, too.

Should you ever come across anything related to our bottle, the flask, or their company other than what 
you shared with me, I’d appreciate it if you’d keep me in mind.  I’ve been trying to locate an advertisement 
that’d I’d happened upon years ago but was unable to print.  It was from their company promoting the 
carbonated water I believe.  I may never find it again which is sad but it would be something worth having 
if I could.

I’ve been doing my family’s genealogical research for over 20 years, so finding the “stories” behind all the 
facts is well worth the time put in.  I appreciate your correspondence and will be in touch should I find any-
thing more.
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Feb. 19: (sent to Ken Farnsworth) 
Check out this exciting email I re-
ceived from a Lundblad / Quincy family 
member.  I directed her to your book        
because you have 5 pages of history.     
I will also ask if they have any ephemera 
or story’s to share.  We all know it’s a 
rare one, but the family connection is 
the best!

Feb. 20: (from Ken Farnsworth) Cool, 
thanks for directing her to the book. 
In case you’d like to have a file for your 
newsletter showing creative reuse of old molds, see attached “Lundblad” flask pix 
(First blown into the soda mold from the defunct Quincy Lundblad company, and 
then “expanded into a plain flask mold while the glass was still malleable-which is 
why the embossing is blurred).  

Feb. 20: (to the 1st Chicago Bottle Club) thank you so much for your feedback and 
for sharing my query with Ken.  I would love to be able to find out as much as possible on my gggrandfa-
ther’s company, etc.  In doing our family’s genealogy, the “stories” are the hardest part to come by.  What 
I have is limited primarily what was gleaned from Filby’s Passenger list books on their coming to America.  I 
have more on his son, Charles, and his career with the Chicago Northwestern RR and subsequent families.  
It would be incredible if I could get a flask, but $4000+ is a bit out of my price range.  I emailed the auction 
house that has/had one and have yet to hear back from them.

25 YEAR ANNIVERSARY DVD 
The original VHS tape has been converted to 
digital format and is now available for view-
ing. The Club commissioned Joseph R. Kern 
& Associates in 1994 to record our show. The 
credits do not identify the location but a few 
people I spoke to believe our 1994 show was 
in Harvey. 

It’s a time capsule folks; it combines still     
photography and live action along with a lot 
of familiar faces. The total viewing time is 
about 50 minutes. The sales tables are filled 
and amount of displays is simply amazing. 
Thanks to Russ Sineni for providing the original VHS tape that we all forgot about over time. Three DVD’s 
have been made and are available to all Club members; see Tom Majewski at the next meeting.   

Bonus footage from the 25 year anniversary DVD - check out this image of Tom Majewski alongside with his 
outstanding display of Chicago Pharmacies - A thru Z.  
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